
Speak Good English Movement
2000 – 2023



The Movement was launched in 2000 by then Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong to:
- Ensure Singaporeans recognise the importance of speaking Standard English
- Encourage Singaporeans to speak Standard English

The Movement shares English language resources on its website, and its partners 
support with programmes to help people experience English in engaging and 
interesting ways.

Background



Excerpt of Speech by then PM Goh Chok Tong’s National Day Rally Speech in 1999: 

“If we want to be an education hub, attracting good students from the region, then we must 
provide a good English-speaking environment, i.e. one where people speak Standard 

English, not Singlish.”

“But we should nurture the next generation to have higher standards of English than ourselves. 
We can help them by discouraging the use of Singlish, or at least not encouraging it.” 
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Background



“The ability to speak good English is a distinct 
advantage in terms of doing business and 

communicating with the world. This is especially 
important for a hub city and an open economy like 
ours. If we speak a corrupted form of English that 
is not understood by others, we will lose a key 

competitive advantage. My concern is that if we 
continue to speak Singlish, it will over time become 

Singapore’s common language.”

Excerpt of Speech by then PM Goh Chok Tong at the Launch of Speak Good English 
Movement 2000: 
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Background



Highlights 2000 - 2004

To support the Movement in 2000, the Regional Language Centre (RELC) 
launched Grammar Matters, a series of 5 books using comics to illustrate the correct use of 
grammar.

More than 170,000 people called in to listen to the Movement’s Phone-In Lessons in 2002 to 
learn how to speak good English.



Calendar of Events for 
Speak Good English 
Weekend 
23 – 25 April 2004



The Movement offered partial scholarships to volunteers involved in reading 
programmes or literacy volunteer work to attend a READi Course for Reading 
Facilitators.

The 8th Plain English Speaking Awards (PESA) saw 140 students compete in story 
telling sessions, with rehearsed and impromptu oratorical speeches on various topics.

Highlights 2005



The National Institute of Education (NIE) designed a workshop for the public to 
acquaint themselves with the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

Highlights 2005



A new column, English as it is 
Broken, appeared in the Generation 
Y page of The Sunday Times, to 
address readers’ queries on the 
usage of English. The column ran for 
2 years. 



Local bands played at Timbre every Wednesday in support of the Speak Good 
English Movement.

Highlights 2007



Members of the public participated in free English proficiency tests conducted by WDA at 4 
public libraries.

A new training program for frontline retail staff – “Service English for Retail Professionals” 
– was launched in partnership with the Singapore Retailers Association.

Highlights 2008



The Movement ran a series of English workshops for teachers and parents with kindergarten and 
primary school children.

A new radio programme on “How to Inspire and Motivate your Team” was launched. 

Highlights 2009



The Movement launched ”Say It Right!” and the ”Say It Right” iPhone Application to help 
members of the public pronounce commonly mispronounced words correctly. 

Banquet, Kopitiam and Ya Kun supported by putting up Speak Good English stickers, posters 
and banners on their premises.

Highlights 2010



Highlights 2010



The Movement transformed all five levels of Jurong Regional Library to host a 
“Speak Good English Carnival”.

There were games and activities for children, parents and young people to show that 
they can have fun while still learning and using Standard English.

Highlights 2011



The Movement’s series of posters complement the year’s message by sharing 
four ways to make good English stick:
   1. Make the Effort to Start
   2. Stretch Yourself
   3. Practise, Practise, Practise
   4. Never Underestimate your Own Power

Highlights 2012



The Speak Good English Movement put out ten quick and simple tips that all of us can 
use to increase our standard of English. These tips also show that taking a little step 
each day, whether it is reading a book or listening to the radio, can significantly help to 
improve English proficiency.

Highlights 2013



Ten tips to help Singaporeans improve 
their English, were designed on mugs and 
distributed to members of the public. 

Highlights 2013



The Speak Good English Movement launched a series of six witty and humorous 
videos to debunk the myth that grammar rules are boring and didactic, and brings 
some fun back to appreciating good English. Videos are available on the Movement’s 
YouTube Channel.

Highlights 2014 - 2016



The Speak Good English Movement held its first ever symposium at The Arts House on 15 
July 2017. The Movement was able to connect with Singaporeans through an actual event, 
gathering all who are passionate about the English language to have a lively discussion on 
why good English matters. The fully subscribed symposium was attended by over 200 
participants. All sessions can be viewed on the Movement’s YouTube channel. 

The Movement also released a Grammar Rules guidebook, which was well received by 
members of the public and the media. A pdf version of the guidebook can be found on the 
Movement’s website. 

Highlights 2017



Highlights 2017

https://www.goodenglish.org.sg/-/media/sgem/document/additional-sgem-resources/pdf/grammar-
rules-_-speak-good-english-movement.pdf?la=en



In July 2017, the Movement announced that it is offering 
funding support for programmes that can raise awareness on 
the importance of using good English and encourage the use 
of Standard English in Singapore.

The proposals are evaluated twice a year and interested 
applicants may download the Programme Proposal & Funding 
Support Request Form from the Movement’s website. 
http://goodenglish.org/programme-support

Highlights 2017 - 2018

http://goodenglish.org/programme-support


Inspiring Teacher of English Award (ITEA)

Inaugurated in 2008, the ITEA Teaching Award is presented by the Speak Good English 
Movement and the Straits Times, with the support of the Ministry of Education (MOE). 
The Teaching Award recognises English teachers for their efforts at making lessons exciting and 
relevant to their students. In 2014, the ITEA Leadership Award was introduced to acknowledge 
school leaders who have led their schools in the development and implementation of an 
effective English programme. 
https://goodenglish.org.sg/inspiring-teacher-of-english-award/2023 

https://goodenglish.org.sg/inspiring-teacher-of-english-award/2023


2000 - 2004 2005 to June 2019

Speak Good English Movement - Logos 

June 2019 - Present



Key visuals placed around Singapore in 2019
(North, South, East, West and Central locations)
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Highlights 2019



Key Visual Placements: MRT Platforms, Bus Shelters, Buses and Print Media
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Bus Service Numbers 50 & 154 to 
run from end July to December 2019

Placements of visuals at 200 
Bus Shelters and 6 MRT 

stations from June to 
November 2019

SGEM Key Visuals in The 
Straits Times from 14 to 

19 June 2019

Highlights 2019



“Hangout with The Straits Times” 
conducted an interview with the Speak 
Good English Movement on 14 June 
2019
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Mothership.sg interview with the 
Speak Good English Movement - 
read commentary 21 July 2019

The Straits Times published an article 
on 13 August 2019, featuring the 
Speak Good English Movement’s 
friendlier and more relatable approach

Highlights 2019

https://www.facebook.com/speakgoodenglishmovement/posts/jason-leow-chairman-of-the-speak-good-english-movement-had-a-chat-with-hairianto/2404133932966606/
https://mothership.sg/2019/07/speak-good-english-chairman-struggle/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/a-friendlier-more-relatable-speak-good-english-movement
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Highlights 2020

The Speak Good English Movement released a set of 5 videos, with the letter mascots in 
2020 to achieve a more humorous and relatable dimension to the Movement. The concept of 
the videos featured two characters debating word or grammar choices in everyday situations 
in a lighthearted manner. This set of videos was the Movement’s first TV commercials in a 
while, to connect with the general public.

The videos were promoted on social media and aired on TV, Channel 5.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCwFwOfGK4QA19vjVfmaspN7hcxa271Sv
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Highlights 2020

The Speak Good English Movement’s Instagram account, @letsconnectsg was launched in 
July 2020. The Instagram account publishes language tips and resources, targeted at youths 
and millennials. 
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Singaporeans Try: Commonly 
Mispronounced Words 

(YouTube Video)
Published on 13 Jan 20

10 Common Words in 
Singapore That We 

Always Mix Up Since 
Secondary School

(Article)
Published on 17 Feb 20

9 English Phrases 
Singaporeans Use That May 

Confuse People Outside 
Our Little Red Dot

(Article)
Published on 6 Mar 20

Words Singaporeans 
Mispronounce 
(Infographic)

Published on 20 Jan 20

The Speak Good English Movement worked with various media owners, such as The Smart Local and 
Mothership.sg to produce content on encouraging the use of standard English.

Highlights 2020

https://youtu.be/VMCf4KckdX4
https://thesmartlocal.com/read/similar-words-in-singapore/
https://thesmartlocal.com/read/singapore-phrases/
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Write Better English
(Infographic)

Published on 16 Jan 20

InstaStory: English Questions & Superfluous
Published on 9 Jan 20 & 19 Mar 20

InstaStory: Code Switching
Published on Nov 2022

Highlights 2020
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Highlights 2021

The Speak Good English Movement released another set of 5 videos, as a follow up to the first series released 
in 2020. Departing from a storyboard which features two characters debating a word or phrase, the 2021 videos 
feature the same character debating the use of a word or a phrase with their doppelganger to represent their 
internal monologues. The videos convey the message that everyone gets stumped sometimes, regardless of 
their familiarity with the English language. The videos were posted on both social media and broadcasted on TV, 
Channel 5.

The videos were aired on Mediacorp’s Ch5 and also promoted on SGEM’s social media platforms.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCwFwOfGK4QAYaOJXAVptw7MJT4Yf_ynE
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Highlights 2021

On the Mic 
with Yahoo - 

Amanda

SG Explained -
 Melissa

Randomly Relatable –
Fauzi from The Smart 

Local

Oh for the Love of Life - 
Jason

The Speak Good English Movement engaged with Singaporean podcast platforms to feature committee 
members as well as SGEM advocates, and explored podcasts as a new medium to connect with 
Singaporeans. The podcast episodes discussed topics like language learning journeys, the popularity of 
internet-speak and the value of good English in daily contexts and situations. 

Why Do You Do It? –
A podcast by Chairman 
Jason Leow featuring Dr 

Gwee

https://open.spotify.com/episode/0uWCEIVF23uZIq0WvhajaQ?si=Z9r57n8oRGWTVTsxjCHYkw
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0uWCEIVF23uZIq0WvhajaQ?si=Z9r57n8oRGWTVTsxjCHYkw
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1CL6f63W48C1lowA0ch1xC
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1CL6f63W48C1lowA0ch1xC
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1CL6f63W48C1lowA0ch1xC
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1QxUlZsf6wopmNp5PxfaM1
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1QxUlZsf6wopmNp5PxfaM1
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6io1pEK8ynyF6sOCPDLZs7
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6io1pEK8ynyF6sOCPDLZs7
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6io1pEK8ynyF6sOCPDLZs7
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6io1pEK8ynyF6sOCPDLZs7
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Highlights 2022
The Movement ventured into TikTok with 
a TikTok Hashtag Challenge, 
#CanYouCodeSwitch. 

The challenge aims to connect with 
younger Singaporeans who may already 
be fluent in the English language and 
code-switching. #CanYouCodeSwitch 
challenged users to demonstrate the 
benefits of code-switching between 
informal and formal English, depending 
on situations to connect with others and  
showcases the value of good English, 
regardless of formality. 

All videos can be viewed here: 
https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSe3qDwAM/

https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSe3qDwAM/
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Highlights 2022

In 2022, the Speak Good English Movement released another set of 5 videos, as a follow up to the first two 
series released in 2020 and 2021. The 2022 videos feature an unnamed “voice of Good English”, interacting with 
the characters in the video. The “voice of Good English” appears to be unsure of the usage of a particular 
word/phrase which prompts the character to question the voice’s word/phrase choice. The aim of these videos is 
to convey the message that even the supposed voice of Good English can be fallible, and everyone gets 
stumped sometimes. 

The videos were posted on both social media and broadcasted on TV, Channel 5.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCwFwOfGK4QBfLiuIbAcFs_9V5loyTR-i
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Highlights 2023

In 2023, the Speak Good English Movement released the final set of 5 videos as a follow up to the first three 
series released between 2020 and 2022. 

Similar to the 2022 videos, the 2023 videos feature the unnamed “voice of Good English”, interacting with the 
characters in the video. The videos aim to communicate the message that even the presumed authority on Good 
English can make mistakes, emphasizing that everyone encounters linguistic challenges at times.

The videos were posted on both social media and broadcasted on TV, Channel 5.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCwFwOfGK4QCXhjB4b4KoyPWBIFegcRh5&si=gslm-YC0SUBuL9BW
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In 2024, the Movement did a re-
run of the TikTok hashtag
challenge. 

Unlike the 2022 challenge, the
goal for 2024 was clearly and
singularly focused on raising
awareness about speaking well
and code switching, rather than
encouraging video creation by
the public to participate in the
challenge. 
Building on the positive audience
response from 2022, we
continued to raise awareness in
a light-hearted manner to
maintain relatability and
engagement. 

Click on the individual images to
watch the videos. 

Highlights 2024

https://www.tiktok.com/@soonbros/video/7339139804975680776?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc&web_id=7322304671292851713
https://www.tiktok.com/@nanc.e/video/7342900497382247687?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=mobile&sender_web_id=7127589187608708610
https://www.tiktok.com/@dasdyl/video/7333098917455809799?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=mobile&sender_web_id=7127589187608708610
https://www.tiktok.com/@itsalyssalie/video/7345416050353147144?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc&web_id=7352801395366725128
https://www.tiktok.com/@mynameisfauzi/video/7347316265620442376?is_from_webapp=1&web_id=7352801395366725128
https://www.tiktok.com/@zakiv4/video/7345671700362677505?is_from_webapp=1&web_id=7352801395366725128
https://www.tiktok.com/@pinoybrownie/video/7338641702317477127?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=mobile&sender_web_id=7127589187608708610
https://www.tiktok.com/@iamrachelwan/video/7341201971870813458?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=mobile&sender_web_id=7127589187608708610
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Storytelling Sessions by SGEM

The Speak Good English Movement collaborates with various partners to conduct nation-wide storytelling
sessions as part of its awareness and outreach initiatives. Notable partners include Heritage Institutions,
Children’s Museum Singapore, the Singapore Heritage Festival, Singapore Kindness Movement, and the
National Library Board.
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www.goodenglish.org.sg 

facebook.com/speakgoodenglishmovement

youtube.com/goodenglishsg

soundcloud.com/speak-good-english

@letsconnectsg

http://www.goodenglish.org.sg/
http://www.facebook.com/speakgoodenglishmovement
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